Large B-cell lymphoma of the base of the tongue and oral cavity: a practical approach to identifying prognostically important subtypes.
The aim of this study is to illustrate a practical approach to the identification of prognostically important subtypes of large B-cell lymphomas. Twenty-six cases of large B-cell lymphoma in the base of the tongue and oral cavity were retrieved from 2003 through 2012. All cases were classified based on the 2008 World Health Organization criteria. Hematoxylin-eosin-stained sections, immunohistochemical stains, flow cytometric immunophenotypic data, and fluorescence in situ hybridization studies were performed and evaluated. Four different subtypes of large B-cell lymphoma were identified: pleomorphic variant mantle cell lymphoma, Epstein-Barr virus-positive diffuse large B-cell lymphoma of the elderly, diffuse large B-cell lymphoma not otherwise specified, and B-cell lymphoma unclassifiable with features intermediate between diffuse large B-cell lymphoma and Burkitt lymphoma, including a case of double-hit lymphoma. Diverse subtypes of large B-cell lymphoma were identified in the base of tongue and oral cavity, and illustrate a practical approach to recognizing prognostically important lymphoma subtypes.